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“The	Cimab	Founda?on	 is	a	non-governmental	organiza?on	 (NGO)	with	11	years	of	experience	figh?ng	
against	 breast	 cancer.	An	 important	 example	of	 the	 Founda?on’s	 involvement	 in	 shaping	public	 health	
policy	took	place	in	2009,	when	the	official	Mexican	standard	regula?ng	the	preven?on,	monitoring	and	
treatment	 of	 breast	 cancer	 in	 Mexico	 (NOM	 041)	 was	 subjected	 to	 revision.	 In	 this	 revision	 process,	
however,	health	authori?es	decided	to	move	the	age	of	rou?ne	breast	screening	from	40	to	50	years	of	
age.	This	measure	worried	NGOs	commiced	to	the	fight	against	breast	cancer,	which	is	why	we	organized	
a	joint	effort	against	this	policy	change.	The	first	step	was	to	launch	an	aggressive	campaign	directed	at	
the	Ministry	of	Health	through	Twicer.	This	strategy	moved	the	officer	in	charge	of	revising	the	NOM	to	
call	 a	mee?ng	 with	 some	 NGO	 representa?ves	 to	 discuss	 the	 issue.	 The	 second	 step	 was	 to	 create	 a	
coali?on	formed	by	18	NGOs,	known	as	COMESAMA.	This	coali?on	successfully	 lobbied	to	maintain	the	
age	 of	 preven?ve	 breast	 screening	 at	 40	 years,	 as	well	 as	 to	 include	 14	 other	 recommenda?ons.	 Two	
years	 ajer	 the	 publica?on	 of	 the	NOM	041,	 the	 Cimab	 Founda?on	 proposed	 the	 crea?on	 of	 a	 Ci?zen	
Observatory	 to	 evaluate	 the	 degree	 of	 implementa?on	 of	 this	 new	 official	 standard.	 The	 Ci?zen	
Observatory	 will	 consist	 of	 surveys	 conducted	 among	 breast	 cancer	 pa?ents	 in	 public	 hospitals	 and	
medical	 personnel	 (physicians,	 nurses,	 radiologists	 and	 directors	 of	 medical	 units).	 The	 collected	
informa?on	will	be	used	to	issue	policy	recommenda?ons	for	improvement.	The	Cimab	Founda?on	also	
belongs	to	a	coali?on	of	NGOs	called	La?n	American	Union	Against	Women’s	Cancers	(ULACCAM),	which	
is	represented	in	seven	countries	in	La?n	America.	This	year,	ULACCAM	launched	the	“Declara?on	of	the	
Rights	of	La?n	American	Women	on	Cancer”	simultaneously	in	these	seven	La?n	American	countries,	and	
we	 intend	 to	 obtain	 10,000	 signatures	 to	 posi?on	 this	 ini?a?ve	 as	 a	 regional	 “Call	 to	 Ac?on”	 (see	
www.ulaccam.org/declaratoria).”	From:	hcp://www.cancercontrol.info/iccc-5/session-2/	
		
		


